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For weeks the details of the picture engaged the Confer-
ence and its nine sub-committees. The proper classification
of federal and non-federal subjects—defence, the protection
of minorities, the structure and constitution of the Federal
Legislature, the franchise—all these amazingly complicated
subjects made the task of arriving at a definite solution
extremely difficult. And of all difficulties, the intractable
problem of communal dissension once again raised its head,
and the inevitable awakening of passions among the various
communities laid bare the fatal malady that existed in
Indian social life. Notwithstanding the sympathetic inter-
vention of some of their British colleagues, the heroes and
protectors of communal interests, at the last moment of the
Conference, " filed into the drawing-room (at St. James's
Palace) with downcast mien " and announced that their
efforts to find a basis of agreement on the issues referred
to them had been abortive.
But this tragic failure was only what one would expect
from these veterans of communal interests. As I write, the
remark of His Excellency Salvador de Madariaga on the
failure of the Disarmament Commission comes to my mind.
He said : " It was as foolish to expect a disarmament con-
vention from such a commission as a declaration of atheism
from a commission of clergymen/'
The Conference, therefore, came to no definite conclusions
in regard to any of these fundamental issues that confronted
the Statutory Commission. The Conference only reiterated
the findings of the Commission and left the entire problem
in a state of uncertainty. It became clear to the Indian
delegates that all political parties in Great Britain laid the
greatest possible emphasis on certain safeguards and con-
sequently, towards the end of the Conference, Sir Tej Bahadur
Sapra, a prominent Indian Liberal, boldly faced the issue
and declared that the progressive Indians would agree to
any reasonable constitutional limitations provided they
were given responsible self-government at the Centre.
He demanded a definite decision in regard to this vexed

